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Quo vadis? The local government in Turkey after public

management reforms
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Conclusion

Turkey has experienced an extensive public management reform in the 2000s and restructured its public
the administration system according to New Public Management principles. An identifying characteristic of
n of theoreform process was decentralizing the central authority towards local government. The decentraliza-ti
iciency andfcentral authority was not only initiated to empower the local govern-ment but also to increase the ef
e focused onleffectiveness of public service delivery. To assess the impact of local government reforms, the artic
ion vis-a -tthe changes in the central government’s discretion in local governance and in local government’s posi
vis the central government in public governance. The findings point out that despite the increasing
tsiadministrative and financial auton-omy of the local government, the central government still upholds
erallvinfluential position in local governance. Ten years after the initial decentralization reforms, the o
ole inrassessment of local government does not indicate a significant improvement in the local government’s
.public governance in comparison to the pre-reform period
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