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Urban regeneration and gentrification: Land use impacts of
the Cheonggye Stream Restoration Project on the Seoul’s

central business district
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Conclusion

The project has not only provided linear open space within the city but also economically regenerated the

seusurrounding areas in a way that stimulates land use changes for more affluent users. Our analysis of land

tcchanges in the study blocks of Seoul’s CBD reveals that land use changes have accelerated since the proje
.opened. Evidence of regeneration is also manifest in the increase of pedestrian traffic, land prices, and rent

First, as intended, the project strongly impacted pedestrian flow patterns. Fig. 6 illustrates the change in
pedestrian flow along each major and minor artery in the study area in April 2006 compared to April 2003.
eDuring the work week, pedestrian flow shifted away from the busy major arteries parallel to the stream to th
stream itself, and pedestrian flow increased along routes that provided workers in the surrounding blocks
access to the stream. The weekends witnessed a dramatic increase in pedestrian volume well exceeding 200%.
In both cases, there is a clear growth in overall pedestrian traffic in the area that is focused on the stream itself
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