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Oxus and Jiroft developed relations within
a reciprocate model where multiple factors
contributed to this wide relational system. In a
local and unbroken development, both regions
were stimulated by a commercial network aimed
to supply raw material to their community. In this
perspective Shahdad and Gonur Depe carried out an
important role in ICS where Shahdad represented
a bridge towards the Jiroft civilization and an
obligated passage for its vicinity to the mines of
copper, lead, molybdenum, and zinc (Salvatori
1978: 8-10, tab. 1). Gonur Depe was a gate towards
the Sogdiana and Bactria mountains where lapis,
gold and silver were exploited (Salvatori - Vidale
1982: 7-9). The stimulus coming from the external
demand carried out an important role in the
formation and development of both civilizations and
ICS period. The strong relations between Oxus and
Jiroft regions, as attested in the artistic syncretism
and imported/exported materials, do not support an
unidirectional view (from Iran to Central Asia or
vice versa), but they suggest an integrated cultural
complex of two distinctive civilizations probably
developed on a reciprocal utility where the nomadic
entities played an important role in the transmission
of artistic elaborations, writing systems, beliefs,
traditions, and knowledge.
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