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Intelligent design and mathematical statistics: a troubled alliance
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Concluding remarks

The explanatory filter may be logically sound but it is virtually impossible to apply. The
criticism presented against Dembski’s application to the bacterial flagellum may be
countered by pointing out that this is merely one example that is far from complete, which
Dembski also readily acknowledges. In addition, he has no monopoly on the filter and there
may be those who are more successful in applying it than Dembski himself. Regardless of
any such objections, the application to the flagellum exemplifies the problems that will
show up in any application to any even mildly complicated biological system.

The first problem, how to describe a relevant rejection region seems, if at all possible,
like an especially daunting task. Suggestions anyone?
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