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DISCUSSION

Liver resection is an important component of multimodality 
therapy for patients with CRC-LM at expert centers. Most evidence 
for its use comes from institutional series, multi-institutional retro-

spective analyses, and population-based cohort analyses.2–18,21–
27,34 These studies are limited by an inherent bias owing to 
rigorous patient selection. A randomized trial can minimize bias and 
provide accurate estimates of the benefit of liver resection. However, 
such a trial is unlikely to accrue patients as liver resection for CRC-
LM is now well engrained in clinical practice. Similarly, at the 
population-level, it remains unknown whether increasing liver 
resection rates will improve the survival of patients with CRC-LM. 
This finding would have important health policy implications.
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