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The tea landscape of Assam: Multi-stakeholder insights into

sustainable livelihoods under a changing climate
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8. Conclusion

This paper has presented multi-stakeholder insights into tea pro- duction practices of the four major tea
growing regions in Assam. These insights provide indicative evidence as to how growers (both
plantation managers and smallholders) are attempting to sustain production of one of India’s most
valuable commodities. Within these regions this research has also highlighted the impacts that
climate change may be having on production through local multi-stakeholder knowledge, and the
effects this is having on livelihoods. The evidence we present in the paper should be used to help
make more informed future strategies regarding best practice for landscape management under a
changing climate, and directing policy assistance for enhancing sustainable li-velihoods within
northeast India. A coordinated landscape-scale ap-proach whereby multiple actors within the tea
sector can work together to facilitate climate-smart mitigation and adaptation measures will be
essential to ensure the long-term sustainability of Assamese tea pro-duction.
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