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Hatching Babies and Stork Deliveries: risk and regulation

in the construction of children’s sexual knowledge
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Conclusion

In order to contribute to children’s confidence, competence and resilience it is critical that parents
are supported and educated about how best to communicate information about sexual matters to
their children. This becomes difficult when the relationship between childhood and sexuality is one
that is considered a private matter and is so regulated that there are few opportunities for parents
and educators to have frank and honest discussions about these issues. In addition, western socio-
cultural values often contribute to the silencing of such conversations whether they are between
adults, or adults and children. Educating children about sexuality was considered risky business by
parents in our research. Parents’ practices in this area were heavily influenced by dominant
discourses of childhood and childhood innocence. Parents were often acutely aware that it was
critical to begin educating their children early about sexual matters to build their critical literacy in
order to counteract popular cultural representations of gender and sexuality. However, many
parents were concerned that they do not have the skills to teach their children about sexuality.
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