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Temporary wetlands: challenges and solutions to conserving

a ‘disappearing’ ecosystem
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5.Conclusion

The biodiversity, hydrological and biogeochemical functioning of
temporary wetlands that support ecosystem services, and their impor-tant
social value in different countries, make these small natural fea-tures of
considerable interest to practitioners and scientists alike. Meso-filter
approaches focus on conserving small natural features in a human-
dominated landscapes at a scale that engages landowners while effecting
conservation at scales relevant to supporting ecosystem processes.
Restoring a single temporary wetland in a degraded sur-rounding
environment is often irrelevant and ineffective. A holistic ap-proach to
developing flexible conservation strategies will have the greatest
probability of success in maintaining more fully functioning landscapes.
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