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Spatial Variations in US Poverty:

Beyond Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan
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5. Conclusion and Discussion

Depending on the definition employed, the US can be depicted as largely
urban or more rural. The rural population ranges from about 2 per cent of
total population (RUCC definition) to more than 20 per cent (Census
Bureau definition). The urban population can be as low as 45 per cent
(RUDC definition) or as high as 83 per cent (OMB definition). These
differences translate into differences in estimation of the urban and rural
context for poverty. Under the Census Bureau urban definition, about 28
million urban residents are poor, while the RUDC classification suggests
that only around 15 million urban residents are poor.
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