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Structural membranes used in modern building facades
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5. Conclusion

The material summary shows the tremendous variety of today’s membrane materials.
More combinations of fibers, coatings or laminates are still to come. Multifunctional
materials, containing electro chromatic layers, selective coatings and energy harvesting
elements will form the tool box of the future.

The guideline of sustainable designs: “minimizing the dead load of the structures” will
be best followed by using the membrane materials. In addition, adequate design
solutions for creating long span, lightweight and low cost solutions make this sector
very successful in modern architecture. In the future we will see more and more of this
and many of them in combination with retractable, foldable and adaptive arrangements.
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