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Biological invasions and biocultural diversity:

linking ecological and cultural systems
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CONCLUSIONS

Biological invasions can drastically and irrevocably alter
ecological and social landscapes. The consequences
of Dbiological invasions on cultural systems span a
multidimensional gradient of impacts that vary spatially,
temporally and intraculturally. Although many invasive
species fit intuitively into the three categories we have
defined (culturally enriching, facilitating and impoverishing),
the inherently complex nature of biological-cultural relations
means that the categories are contextual and certain culturally
invasive species will defy categorization. Invasive species such
as feral animals and exotic weeds demonstrate mixed cultural
impacts, affecting societies in myriad, often unpredictable and
at times contradictory ways. Species native or naturalized
within one region become exotic invasives upon migrating to
another region; species culturally meaningful to one tribe may
be meaningless to another; or initially useful invasive species
may be redefined as nuisances due to population fluctuations
within different communities.
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