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Artisan entrepreneurship: a question of personality structure?
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Conclusions and directions for future research

Artisan entrepreneurship is emerging as a form of cultural-based business that is linked to
tourism, culture and regional development. In this paper, culture has been examined from
a micro level of analysis by conceptualising the concept from the perspective of the
individual entrepreneur’s personality. The central premise is that personality is shaped by
cultural influences as culture consists of shared meaning systems that provide the
blueprint for behaviour through the creation of values and norms that define what is
appropriate or inappropriate.

In examining culture within a specific context — artisan entrepreneurs — and the shared
culture and traditions that are maintained between generations, and which result in a sense
of personal identity and social consciousness among artisans, the arguments put forward
within the paper have illustrated how artisanship is manifested through the handmade
products and services artisan entrepreneurs create and sell (Tregear, 2005) as well as
through the cultural stories (Lounsbury and Glynn, 2001) they might weave to preserve
long-standing traditions that may be in danger of dying out.
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