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Faith and Facebook in a Pluralistic Age: The Effects of Social
Networking Sites on the Religious Beliefs of Emerging Adults
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Discussion and Conclusion

It is difficult to deny the fact that the adoption of social technology has greatly altered our world.
Even so, few scholars have attempted to explain how SNS use disrupts, promotes, or interacts

with religious beliefs or practices. For emerging adults in particular, this topic is crucial, for as
Christian Smith and Melina Lundquist Denton (2005) have argued, “Of all Americans, youth are
often said to be most intensely exposed to and engaged with the digital and interactive commu-
nication technologies that are thought to be transforming American culture.” The latent effects of
technology often go unnoticed despite their very real consequences, and these consequences can
be detected by measuring differences among SNS users and nonusers.* Thus, with the advent of
new social technologies, it is crucial for researchers to study how and why SNS may affect des-
ignated areas of our lives.

The findings presented in this paper reveal that SNS users are more inclined to condone reli-
gious syncretism but are not any more likely to be religious pluralists. The empirical evidence I
have amassed can be used to support my next two hypotheses but not the first one pertaining to
pluralism. Thus, the results reveal the following:
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