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4.Discussion

The purpose of this study was to examine the association between the 
Dark Triad and attitudes towards doping. In support of our hypotheses, all 
three traits (e.g., Machiavellianism, narcissism, and psy-chopathy) 
correlated positively with doping attitudes. Further, Machia-vellianism 
and psychopathy explained 29% of the variance in doping attitudes, 
whereas narcissism did not independently contribute to the variance in 
doping attitudes. It is plausible that narcissism is less impor-tant than 
Machiavellianism and psychopathy as a driver of doping atti-tudes. This 
might be because a key attribute of psychopathy is reckless behavior 
(Jones & Paulhus, 2011), and taking a PED is a form of reckless behavior. 
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