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Therapeutic applications of ribozymes and riboswitches
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Conclusions

Ribozymes and riboswitches offer new therapeutic approaches to
address human diseases. The use of ribozymes appears to be a
promising alternative to RNAi technology as no off-target hits have yet
been observed [19,60]. For the hammerhead ribozyme, at least 12
complementary nucleotides are needed for the ribozyme hybridization/
formation with a gap of one nucleotide between the two hybridization
sites to allow cleavage [61], which is likely important for the specificity
of the reaction
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