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Discussion of Dr. Glen Gabbard’s paper bA Neurobiological

Perspective on Mentalizing and Internal Object Relations in

Traumatized Borderline PatientsQ
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In any case, we both agree that transference activation involves both
procedural and declarative memories of the patient, and that changes in
procedural memory may occur beyond the conscious and preconscious awareness
of the developments in the transference on the part of the patient. And, to some
extent, such profound modification of procedural memory activated by
transference analysis may not be apparent to the analyst either! Our French
colleagues have pointed to the fact that, at the end, transference resolution
involves an infinite regress.

I think that Dr. Gabbard’s presentation has been a masterful summary and
analysis of complex developments in neurobiology, that should permit this
audience to find their way in the rapidly accumulating information in the
neurobiological field that is bound to have profound influences on our
conceptualization of body/mind relationships, and affect significantly aspects
of psychoanalytic theory.
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