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CONCLUSIONS 
The primary aim of this study was to assess the rice blast disease prevalence, incidence 
and severity on upland rice cultivars in the South west of Ethiopia and to characterize the 
rice blast pathogen isolates collected from various South West areas of Ethiopia. It was 
observed in all assessed localities at variable levels. The results of the assessment revealed 
that the incidence and severity of the blast disease varied from slight to high intensity 
from field to field and localities to localities depending on the agro-ecological and 
environmental conditions prevailing in each locality. The different culture media was 
evaluated based on colony diameter to get suitable media for the growth of the Po 
isolates. The different media was evaluated on their potential of sporulation of Po 
isolates and good sporulation was observed on the medium of oat meal agar for all the 
six isolates (Po12. Po28, Po41, Po55, Po 72 and Po 85).
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