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Higher education: what role can the Commonwealth play?
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A specific agenda

While the official Commonwealth is unlikely to devote significant resources to a concerted higher education
initiative, this paper has identified a number of specific initiatives that could be pursued, with little or no
additional central investment, through channels that already exist or through enhanced support from
individual Commonwealth governments. These include:

® Political recognition — including through the communique of this CCEM — of the important role that higher
education plays in the economic and social development of member states.

® Greater use of existing Commonwealth websites and other resources to highlight study and fellowship
opportunities available in Commonwealth countries — particular in areas such as postdoctoral
fellowships, where information is not currently brought together in a single place.

® Continued and increased support by member governments for initiatives such as the Commonwealth
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan, Commonwealth of Learning, and Commonwealth Tertiary Education
Facility — all of which will report separately to Ministers at 19CCEM.
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