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Discussion

Designing training interventions that consider trainee characteristics has long been
considered important (Cronbach & Snow, 1977; Noe, 1986). However, empirical
research has consistently demonstrated that popular learning style measures such as
the Kolb LSI lack firm internal consistency reliability and validity (Furnham, 1992;
Highhouse & Doverspike, 1987). In these two studies, we attempted to circumvent
some of these problems in development of a learning style orientation measure by the
use of empirical inquiry. There was evidence of five interpretable and internally con-
sistent factors: experiential, discovery, observational, group, and structured. In a sec-
ond study, a confirmatory factor analysis supported the five-factor model found in
Study 1.
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