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Minocycline add-on to risperidone for treatment of negative

symptoms in patients with stable schizophrenia: Randomized

double-blind placebo-controlled study
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4. Discussion

primary negative and general psychopathology of schizophrenia when it is
used as an adjunct to risperidone. When primary negative symptoms are
assessed in clinical trials, effects of changes in other symptoms on negative
symptoms should be considered (Kirkpatrick et al., 2006; Murphy et al., 2006;
Buchanan, 2007). These factors include changes in positive, depressive and
extrapyramidal symp-toms throughout the course of the study. The only way
to solve this problem is stabilizing the patients sufficiently prior to the trial to
minimize the confounding effect of positive symptoms. Also, the efficacy of an
antipsychotic drug on negative symptoms is not interpretable unless changes
in depressive and extrapyramidal symptoms during the course of the trial are
minimized or at least controlled.
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