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The Safety Assessment of Food Additives by Reproductive and

Developmental Toxicity Studies
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6. Discuss n

Food additives are natural or manufactured substances, which are added to foods for
restoring colors lost during processing, providing sweetness, preventing deterioration
during storage and guarding with preservatives against food poisoning. A food additive is
defined as a substance not normally consumed as a food in itself and not normally used as a
characteristic ingredient of food whether or not it has nutritive value, the intentional
addition of which to food for a technological purpose in the manufacture, processing,
preparation, treatment, packaging, transport or storage of such food results, or may be
reasonably expected to result, in it or its by-products becoming directly or indirectly a
component of such foods (Food Safety Authority of Ireland, 2011).
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