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4. Discussion

One of the most relevant challenges for understanding the coastal or small-scale fisheries in order to
improve management practices is the lack of information on various aspects of this ac-tivity (Salas et al.,
2007). Given this situation, we propose the use of the information available in Mexico, i.e. OCLR, which
despite its weaknesses compared to log books, allows obtaining trends and indicators. This information
has been managed along with a number of strategies that mainly seek to improve the data, high-light
site surveys, conduct sampling, and use local knowledge (Moreno et al., 2010; S aenz et al., 2005;
Ramirez and Ojeda, 2011; Ojeda, 2012).

The knowledge gathered by resource users has been revalued by several authors, who acknowledge
that it is a key tool that not only provides information and allows validating academic research, but also
contributes to design management schemes that are easier to accept by fishers - the ultimate resource
users- (Maullil et al., 2013). To note, this document uses both local knowledge and information about
fleet operations reported by fishers to the authorities in OCLRs.
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