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Simple additive weighting

A metamodel for multiple criteria decision analysis methods
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6. Concluding remarks

The MCDA methods are widely used in expert systems litera-
ture but they lack transparency of their decision rules. By lack of
transparency we mean that their working escapes an easy grasp by
non-specialists, individuals from outside of the decision making
domain. And the transparency of decision making/decision support
expert systems is absolutely indispensable if they are to become
practical tools assisting real DMs in their daily tasks.

Ranking by MCDA methods is, as a rule, one-iteration pro-
cess. This does not conform well with nowadays broadly accepted
2paradigm that decision processes are by their very nature interac-
tive (Simon, 1977; for interactive ranking model building and inter-
active ranking selection see Chmielewski & Kaliszewski, 2011). In
one-iteration processes the DM has no chance to learn about the
interplay of criteria by observing the results of his trial decisions. On
the contrary, his/her preferences, not necessary sharp and def- 300

inite, are irrevocably applied to a decision selection mechanism.
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