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Cyanobacterial bioactive molecules - an overview of their

toxic properties
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Ecological implications of cyanobacterial
secondary metabolites

Cyanobacteria represent an untapped bioresource for a di-
verse range of secondary metabolites, some of which show
unique similarities to plant and animal products (Namikoshi
and Rinehart 1996; Bagchi and Ray 2001; Agrawal et al.
2005; Singh et al. 2005a; Capper et al. 2006; Dahms et al.
2006; Volk 2006). Toxins produced by bacteria, algae, and
{or) cyanobacteria can be considered allelochemicals, since
they inhibit one or more groups of organisms and help to
provide a competitive advantage to the producer, which
may be important factors contributing to formation and {or)
maintenance of cyanobacterial blooms (Gross 2003; Legrand
et al. 2003; Prasanna and Jaiswal 2006; Leflaive and Ten-
Hage 2007).
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