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Trends
The NCANDS provides the longest-running data set to 
analyze trends. Finkelhor et al. [37] have noted that rates 
of child sexual abuse (−64 %) and child physical maltreat-
ment (−55 %) have both markedly dropped since the early
1990s. The promising trend in agency reported cases of 
child sexual abuse has been corroborated by a concurring 
decrease shown in several prevalence studies [38]. The 
evidence from population surveys shows trends similar 
to the agency data on declines for physical maltreatment 
[37]. However, hospital data show no decline in maltreat-
ment-related injuries or fatalities [39]. For neglect, the 
most prevalent form of child maltreatment, there is some 
smaller decline in the period since 2006 in agency cases. 
There are similar data from New Zealand [40].
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