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When do materialistic consumers join commercial

sharing systems
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8. Conclusion

The findings of this research have several important implications to
marketers and society at large. From a societal perspective, CSS are a
promising concept to build a bridge between the opposing paradigms
of consumption and anti-consumption. In the extant anti-consumption
approaches, consumers who want to reduce their general consumption
patterns (e.g., to save resources) sometimes make painful sacrifices.
Under the worst condition, they abstain from buying products they
actually like which reduces their wellbeing. CSS enable consumers to
reduce possession consumption, while they are still able to use the
product in question. This helps to achieve some central goals pursued
in anti-consumption (e.g., reducing waste, exploitation of resources)
and enhances their well-being. Sharing provides notable side-effects
for societies that are rooted in the focus on usage instead of possession.
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