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PERFORMANCE PREDICTORS IN A GRADUATE

ACCOUNTING PROGRAM
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CONCLUSION AND LIMITATIONS

Our regressions of comprehensive student GPA in a master’s of accounting
program on an array of hypothesized variables confirm findings of prior
studies that graduate accounting performance is explained by GMAT scores
and undergraduate GPAs; however, these traditional measures of perfor-
mance are valid primarily for U.S. students. We find different predictors of
performance for international and domestic students centering largely on
language ability. GPAs are insignificant in explaining international student
performance, perhaps suggesting that admission decisions should de-
emphasize undergraduate GPAs for international students and focus more
closely on measures of language ability. Quantitative GMAT scores also are
insignificant for international students sampled, likely because admission
processes screen out students with lower scores, reducing variability in
GMATQ.
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