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Conclusion
A major challenge in the development 
of reporting guidelines for implemen-
tation and operational research is that 
this research is governed by the nature 
of the questions rather than by specific 
methods or designs. As such, the guide-
lines presented in this paper build upon 
and bring together a range of existing 
guidelines. The process of developing 
these reporting guidelines has brought 
people with different expertise and per-
spectives to the debate and helped build 
consensus. It is hoped that the present 
guidelines will be a useful reference, but 
further discussion and development will 
be required to overcome challenges in 
this evolving field. ■
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