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Sustainable supply chain management: evolution

and future directions
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Conclusion

We must admit that many of the trends that appear in the individual analyses of our
data are probably signs of a broader trend toward performing more rigorous research
in the field of supply chain management as a whole. Still, we believe that these
individual analyses, and the trends which they reveal, help to further highlight the
many exciting research opportunities in the area of SSCM. As noted in the paper’s
introduction, there are several reasons why SSCM is enduring and not simply the
“flavor of the month.” The broad concept of sustainability, and the key interfaces that
sustainability has with supply chain management, strongly suggests that
sustainability is instead license to do business in the twenty-first century.
And supply chain management is an integral component of this license. Our hope is
that our systematic review of the literature, coupled with our own perspectives and
experiences, will help to meaningfully guide future research in this strategic and
imperative area of supply chain management.
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