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Discussion

In this article we have re-investigated the river-conflict nexus.
Previous research has argued that river-sharing states have a higher
risk of experiencing mutual conflict than other states, but we show
the shortcomings of these results. Specifically we show, with
substantially revised and updated data on all international river
basins, that almost all states in the international system share at
least one river basin. When we re-investigate the effect of sharing
ariver basin on conflict risk with these new data, the gravity model
as a baseline and sufficient control for proximity, we find that
sharing a basin has no added impact on the risk of conflict outbreak
in a dyad. The previous results that have captured such an effect are
thus likely to have detected a contiguity effect as it is impossible to
disentangle the effect of sharing a river from the effect of being
proximate states in the international system.
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