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A script analysis of the distribution of counterfeit alcohol

across two European jurisdictions
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Conclusion

This article has presented a crime script analysis of three overlapping cases of
the distribution of counterfeit alcohol across two bordering jurisdictions. By
deconstructing the commissioning of the distribution into five scenes and
detailing the behaviours within each scene, we have identified how central
network actors undertake key processes and how these actors are connected
across the criminal enterprise. Supplementing script analysis with social net-
work analysis enables an understanding of which actors and scenes are integral
to the enterprise and this permits the development of suitable intervention
measures. By introducing capable guardianship at critical points, it is our
contention that such entrepreneurial criminality can be disrupted. While the

findings in this article are specific to the cases analysed, the extension of the
analytical approach to further cases can inform understandings of commonalities
and differences across distribution networks in the context of counterfeit alcohol
(and other illicit products). This can in turn provide regulators with more
preventative and disruption focused mechanisms to supplement current reactive
responses to enforc
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