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7. Conclusions: innovation policy instruments and mixes

Making choices of instruments is a crucial part of policy-
making. Instruments of innovation policy need to be under-
stood as the operational forms of intervention by governments
and public agencies.

Even if instruments have a purposive nature (instruments
for something), it does not mean that all innovation policy
instruments have been consciously chosen and designed. As
a matter of fact, the selection and use of innovation policy
instruments are not always based on clearly defined overall
governmental objectives of innovation policy; nor are they
always based on a clear identification of problems. Unfortunate-
ly, many instruments are selected by means of an ad-hoc set
of decisions (or non-decisions), largely based on a continuation
of previous schemes, or on lobby activity of specific interest
groups, rather than on the visionary considerations of a holistic
innovation policy and a critical assessment of the actual prob-
lems that need action.
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