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The Etymology of Design: Pre-Socratic Perspective
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The primitive, eternal, and universal nature of archetypes

serves not only as a point of departure, but also as a point of refer-
ence. Aldo Rossi refers to this nature as archaic, unexpressed, and
analogical.* Yet he also made a distinction between history and
collective memory. As the relationship between form and function
erodes over time, there is a disjunction in meaning that results in a
twist in the flow of history: where history ends, memory begins.” The
form, empty of meaning, engulfs its own individuality and stands
alone, away, orphaned, and rootless. Yet it is then that remembrance
becomes the only way back. Ironically, souvenir is about the act of
remembering, and yet it is only by forgetting that one can see again
things as they really are. The act of forgetting is not a submersion
into oblivion, but rather the erasure of false connections and the
return back to the umbilical origin.
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