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Innovation Capacity in Agricultural Sector
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CONCLUSION

Science, technology and innovation policy has
equated rural development to agricultural
development. With the growing diversification of
rural livelihood options into non—farm activities
and with the increasing interconnectedness of
rural areas and activities to the global
environment, a new rural economy is emerging.
This is bringing with greater pressures on
farmers, companies and governments to innovate
in response to, for instance, rapidly changing
pattern of competition and market and trade
standards. So ideas of what constitutes “research
capacity” have evolved, along with approaches
for investing in the capacity to innovate.

To enhance innovation capacity, it is necessary
to invest in learning and capacity building,
provide incentives that allow actors to put new

skills into use, and also nurture new attitudes and
practices. Programs that encourage greater
openness in organizations to collaborating with
diverse formal and informal actors, introduce
organizational and managerial innovations within
organizations, or strengthen individual and
organizational incentives to develop innovative
capacity, should be considered.
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