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Urban green space, public health, and environmental justice:

The challenge of making cities ‘just green enough’
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5. Conclusion: the paradox of urban green space

This paper has highlighted the importance of urban green space
for public health. Parks and open space and other forms of green
space can also provide essential services that are critical to both
urban ecological functioning and integrity. Urban green space is
also an environmental justice issue, given that in many cities, low-
income neighborhoods and communities of color—places where
public health challenges tend to be the most critical—often have
relatively poor access to safe and well-maintained parks and other
types of open space.

The imperative to address such environmental injustices and
related public health disparities, as well as enhance urban ecolo-
gies, has led planners to focus on both traditional parkland
acquisition programs and innovative strategies for expanding
green space resources. In addition, community-based organiza-
tions, often aided by environmental groups, are refocusing urban
brownfield remediation projects on urban green space to address
public health and environmental justice concerns (Barnett, 2001).
These strategies do not represent a re-orientation toward prob-
lematic green-space types (e.g., parks beneath freeways), rather
they highlight possibilities for adaptive re-use of infrastructure,
provided that health standards are not compromised.
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