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Elevated DISCI1 transcript levels in PBMCs during acute

psychosis in patients with schizophrenia
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Discussion

Paired PBMC samples from patients hospitalized with acute psychosis were analyzed for
potential treatment-response bio-markers of psychosis using gene chip analysis and RT-
gPCR. Several DISC1 transcripts measured together were the focus of the verification using
RT-gPCR because DISC1 is implicated in the genetics of schizophrenia and the DRD2
pathway. We present a novel preliminary finding of decreases in several DISC1 isoforms
measured together that is associated with treatment of psychosis during hospitalization.

There are several limitations to this preliminary study. First, the sample size is small and the
findings require replication in a larger sample. Control subjects were not included to

determine the normal variability of the DISC1-biomarker levels.
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