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Tali Gal: Child Victims and Restorative Justice: A

Needs-Rights Model
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The main goal of Gal’s book Child Victims and
Restorative Justice: A Needs-Rights Model is to establish a
better way of dealing with the difficulties surrounding
children’s rights. Gal provides a complex analysis of the
needs-rights model and emphasizes several benefits of the
model as well as realistically listing some potential

concerns. An interesting statement Gal makes is that
“rights and needs are connected to principles for action”
(Gal, 2011, p. 163). While Gal mentions that there have
been applications of a similar needs-rights model that have
not been fully successful, he argues that some steps were
left out. According to Gal, if all the steps are followed,
including the eight heuristics mentioned in the last chapter,
there should be a successful conclusion. Considering the
evidence provided in the book along with Gal’s back-
ground as a children’s rights lawyer, a needs-rights model
seems to be a logical path in providing the best outcome for
a child since it can be specially tailored to fitthe child
instead of it being a “one size fits all” model. Gal ends the
book by stating that “an optimistic finale f or t his book
concludes, then, that respect for child victims and for their
needs-rights would not only improve the way we react to
childhood victimization, but it can also actually make
childhood victimization less common’’ (Gal, 2011, p. 206).
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