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Integrated water resources management in Iran: Environmental,

socio-economic and political review of drought in Lake Urmia
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CONCLUSION

Lake Urmia located in northwestern of Iran has
experienced the severe drought over the past years,
where over 70% of the lake water has dried up. Studies
show the water level has declined since 1960s. Climate
change and climatic variability in climatic patterns,
increase in sowing areas, construction of dams and
occurrence of excessive water wells around the lake are
the main natural and anthropocentric reasons which
caused the lake to diminish. These driving forces result in
major changes in the area’s ecosystem and significant
changes in economy of the region.

On August 2013, the Iranian president established a
working group to tackle the issue of saving the Lake
Urmia. The work group was commissioned to use the
background of the already conducted studies and
technical research works to resolve this environmental
problem and to present their proposals for saving the
Lake Urmia to the government. However, in a long-term
vision, more studies have to be accomplished on
establishing an innovative and holistic IWRM framework

to study the casual relations between the different drivers
and responses of this crisis within the catchment. Once
these frameworks are established, a work plan of
remediation consisting of structural and non-structural
measures can be conceptualized and implemented for
sustainable management of Lake Urmia basin.
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