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Prelude to the Arab-Israel Conflict: European Penetration

of Nineteenth-century Ottoman Palestine
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Conclusion

Napoleon’s call for Jews to re-establish their homeland, in 1799, fell upon barren
soil. Conditions in Palestine provided no opening to any massive influx of new-
comers, particularly from Europe and the Jewish world—inside and outside
Palestine—was not attuned to such ephemeral visions. There was no infrastruc-
ture, no guiding spirit and no clientele.

By 1880 all this was transformed. The economic base in the Palestinian dis-
tricts had greatly expanded, with impressive urban growth and commercializa-
tion, better transportation, more modern technology and generally more
opportunities than before. Changes in land registration had made more land
available for private purchase, including sales to foreign buyers. Security
throughout the region had vastly improved, making it safer for new ventures by
both citizens and foreigners.
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