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Lophomonas blattarum and bronchopulmonary disease
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Conclusions

L. blattarum is increasingly being recognized as an
important pulmonary protozoal infection (Vijayan &
Kilani, 2010). This may in part be due to a rise in the
number of individuals who have compromised immune
function and are consequently susceptible to atypical
infections (Ribas et al, 2005; Duboucher et al, 2005),
including infection with species of protozoa that are not
parasitic under normal circumstances (Barratt et al., 2010).

Although immunosuppression was a contributory factor in
a number of cases, it was not present in the majority of case
reports identified for this review. In contrast, respiratory
pathology was generally present either as a concomitant
condition or subsequent to the infection. Diagnosis has
generally been by light microscopy. However, the use of
features identified under electron microscopy may be
worth pursuing, as its use as a diagnostic tool has been
demonstrated in relation to the presence of other
flagellated protozoa in the respiratory tract (Carter &
‘Whithaus, 2008).
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