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DISCUSSION
The child presented with a diagnosis of Lesch–Nyhan syndrome and 
an on-going treatment for this type of patient3,5 established by the 
Department of Pediatric Neurology. The main reason for concern 
for the parents and physicians treating the child was the injuries to 
the tongue and especially the lower lip that were taking place and 
had not been prevented by medical treatment. These injuries coin-
cided with those described by other authors for this syndrome.5,15 

There are various treatment options for patients presenting self-
harm behaviors, including extraction of the temporary dentition or, 
on occasions, opening of the incisal angles or use of oral devices. In 
this case it was not necessary to perform extractions as described by 
other authors5,16,17 or to apply other treatments, such as crown ampu-
tations or pulpotomies, as reported by Lee, Berkowitz and Choi.18
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