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4. Concluding remarks

The present work draws a holistic picture of urban water use
balance based on a three-scale systems IOA method and provides
an insight into the urban water use in context of regionalization
and globalization of water resources use. From the perspective
of systems theory, trade flows in and out of the urban economy
are associated with massive water resources, which have essential
implications to relocate urban scale water resources with that in
the domestic and global economies.

With regard to urban water balance, the local embodied water 
demand for Beijing is nearly quadruple its local water withdrawal, 
and the water embodied in domestic and foreign imports plays 
an essential role in Beijing’s huge water demand. With the three-
scale system analysis, proper decisions on water-saving strategy 
can be made from the perspective of embodiment. It is obvious that 
obtaining embodied water resources through trade is essential for 
water scare economies in particular for Beijing. 
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