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From the global to the local: Grounding UNSCR 1325 on

women, peace and security in post conflict policy making
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Conclusion

Creating a space to listen to women's views of peace and
security in post-conflict societies revealed two things: the
inadequacies of institutionalised security approaches in
meeting women's security needs during transition and
the contribution that women can make to policy making in
this area. In Northern Ireland, as in other post conflict
societies, the transition from armed conflict into elected
politics resulted, in part, in the continuing silencing and
exclusion of women so the encouragement of discourse
between and amongst women on the issues of safety and
security should be taken more seriously. The discussions from
the Learning and Sharing EU Project illustrate what peace
means to women in a specific post conflict setting and shows
how tangible this concept can be. Women participants
expressed relief that the peace process had meant a return
to devolved politics, less destruction of lives and
property and an increased feeling of safety on the
streets. However, as the project showed, there was a
contradictory feeling amongst the participants that the
transition from conflict had diminished leadership roles
of women within local communities, with a loss of public
funding for women's projects and a diminution in personal
economic independence.
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