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FORECASTING THE DEMAND FOR HEALTH TOURISM IN ASITAN
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CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSIONS

Health tourism makes a significant contribution to the economy in a number of
countries and health tourism market is also most rapidly growing in the world (Cortez,
2007; Bennett et al., 2004). With the current trend towards the globalization of
medicine industry, individuals or insurance companies prefer to seek medical care
overseas for lower costs and better service quality, which has led to the emergence of
international medical services and related tour arrangements. As for Asian countries,
due to the increase demand of old age medical care (e.g. Japan) or rapid economic
development (e.g. China and India), the demand for overseas tour plus medical
treatment is also on the increase.
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