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4.1. Summary

We show mixed results in the efficacy of ecological continuity
indicators in the British context, that is, in terms of their degree
of association with ancient woodlands with unbroken tree cover,
highlighting several important points. Firstly, it has been estab-
lished by previous studies that indicator species are likely to have
a restricted geographic scope (Satersdal et al., 2005) and be rele-
vant within a given habitat context (Liira et al., 2007). Additionally,
we suggest that the role of putative indicator species varies be-
tween (i) those which are associated with specialist microhabitats
under a sub-optimal climate, and which may occur more often
within, though which are not significantly associated with ancient
woodlands, and (ii) those species which are accurate indicators of
ecological continuity through a dependency on the long-term per-
sistence (across multiple generations of trees) of specialist
microhabitats. aetls 41
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