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Mechanisms of antibiotic resistance in enterococci
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Five-year view

The dawn of the 21st century is seeing the advent of what many are calling the ‘post-
antibiotic era’. As older therapies gave way to newer drugs, bacteria rapidly responded with
a diverse array of defense tactics. We are fighting today's wars with yesterday's strategies,
much like the massed troop assaults against fixed fortifications at the Somme and Verdun in
World War I. Out of these battles, however, came new innovations, the rise of the airplane
and the tank, and with them new strategies. Just two decades later, the idea of combined
arms, manifested as Blitzkrieg, or ‘lightning war’ would change the battlefield of the 20th
century.
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