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4. Discussion

This is the first study to evaluate the independent, relative ef-
fects of habitat amount, habitat configuration, and matrix compo-
sition on wetland birds and turtles. Our results support our a priori
expectation that the amount of wetland in a landscape (i.e., wet-
land loss) is more important than other landscape-scale predictors
of wetland bird distribution. A positive effect of wetland amount at
a landscape-scale has been detected in previous studies for several
wetland bird species and across several spatial scales (500–
4000 m). This positive effect is most likely due to higher food
and nesting site availability in landscapes with more wetland (To-
zer et al., 2010).
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