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Accountability as aporia, testimony, and gift
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5.1. Accountability as testimony

Kamuf proposes the “thinking of testimony” (2007, p. 259) as a counter to calculative accountability, an
accounterability. In testimony we have an aporetic crossing of belief and necessity, a “you must believe me”,
not because you have proof, but because I ask you to, because “I promise you to tell the truth and to be
faithful to my promise” (Derrida, 2005, p. 76). When evidence is taken as proof, giving certainty, there is no
role for testimony. Testimony entails relationship with the other, one of promising and belief.
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