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Mixing Methods:

The Entry of Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches into the Research Process
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Conclusion

A multi-method strategy may enter into one or more phases of the research process:
the research design; data collection; and interpretation and contextualization of data. I

have argued that in understanding the practice and value of working qualitatively and
quantitatively it is necessary to distinguish between the context in which researchers
design research for particular purposes and frame particular questions, from the
context in which they make sense of their data and recontextualize them in relation to
ontological, epistemological and theoretical assumptions. The paper has given some
examples of research in which different methods were chosen to address different
aspects of the research design and different research questions. It has also indicated
how research designs require us to find particular groups and how a quantitative
sample may lead to the identification of relevant groups for in-depth study. Reference
was made to linking a qualitative sample to statistically representative samples and the
advantages for different parties. Disadvantages may also accrue as when a nationally
representative sample does not generate the groups that qualitative researchers wish to
access (and who may be difficult to reach via a survey).
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