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Short catkinl, a novel mutant of Castanea mollissima, is associated with

programmed cell death during chestnut staminate flower differentiation
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2.2. Interior morphological analysis

2.2.1. Paraffin-sectioning

The sample buds and catkins were fixed in formalin-acetic
acid-alcohol (FAA) for 24-48h at room temperature and then
stored at 4°C. Paraffin embedding was done as follows: 70%

ethanol, 2 h; 85% ethanol, 2 h; 95% ethanol, 2 h; 100% ethanol, two
changes, 2 h each; xylene:ethanol (1:1), 1 h; xylene, two changes,
1h each; paraffin-saturated xylene solution, 37 °C, 48 h; paraffin
wax (58-60°C), two changes, 2 h each; embedding tissues into
paraffin blocks. Paraffin blocks were trimmed to 10 wm by micro-
tome. Paraffin ribbon was placed in slides and baked at 45-50°C
for 2 h. Safranin O and Fast Green-stained sectioned material, pre-
served by neutral balsam, was observed under the microscope
(Reinoso et al., 2002).
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